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\HE great Apoſtle of the 
| Gentiles, had, in the Chap- 
ter preceding this deſcription of 
charity, pointed out to his Corin- 


thian converts the neceſſity and 


the uſe of thoſe various endow- 


ments which had been granted to 


See 1 zth Chapt. of ft Epil. to the 
Coriutb. 
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ſome among them for the benefit 


and edification of all. But as they 
ſeemed to contend for the ſupe- 


riority in the ſeveral powers with 


which they had been endowed, 


and affected to treat their hum- 
bler brethren with unchriſtian con- 


tempt, he informs them, that 


thoſe of the meaneſt abilities in 


the church, were alike neceſſary 
in the reſpective offices they filled; 
and that there could be no juſt 
ground for glorying on account 


of any extraordinary attainments, 


ſince notwithſtanding this diverſity 


of gifts, it is the ſame gracious 


Spirit who atvideth to every man 
| everally 


C873 
feverally as he will. And after all, 
whatever might be their endow- 
ments, and how great ſoever their 
proficiency under them, yet as all 


_ theſe were tranſitory in their na- 


ture, and endured but for a time, 
he would wiſh to direct their at- 
tention to ſomething that might | 
ſurvive this imperfect ſtate of be- 
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ing, and accompany them into the. 
1 regions of eternity. I will here 
unto you, (ſays he) 4 more excellent 
way, I will unfold the ſeveral 


STIR 


properties of a chriſtian virtue,, 
which ſhall outlive all thoſe ac-. 


compliſhments for which you are. 
now contending, and flouriſh. in. 
VVV 


ta) 


the eternal world when prophecy 


| ſhall be no longer neceſſary, and 


faith itſelf ſhall be ſucceeded by 


viſion. Here your ambition may 


exert itſelf without the poſſibility 
of cenſure : for the more you en- 


deavour to excel, the more hum- 


ble you will become, and the more 


diffident of yourſelves even under 


the higheſt. improvements. He 


then goes on to deſcribe, in a lan- 
guage peculiar to himſelf, and 
with all that energy for which he 


was ſo remarkable, the excellency, 


| and the eternal duration of Cha- 


rity, We will therefore attempt 


to follow him through all the 
| beautiful 


hs 


« Bob 


LE 
beautiful gradations of this maſ- 
terly deſcription, that by ſeeing 
and admiring the ſalutary effects 


of this divine virtue in all its dif- 
ferent branches, we may tran- 


ſcribe it into our practice here, 


and enjoy the ineſtimable rewards 


of it hereafter. 


Though 1 ſpeak (ſays this inſpired 
orator) with the tongues of men, and 
of angels, and have not charity, 1 


am become as ſounding braſs, or a 


tinkling cymbal, 


Though I am ever ſo much ad- 


mired for my knowledge of lan- 


Suages, 


3 


enges, and though 1 could pro- 
nounce them with an eloquence 
irreſiſtible, yet if I make not ſuch 
a gift ſubſervient to the great 
ends for which it was . beſtowed, 
without any affectation of worldly, 
applauſe ; if, in ſhort, I uſe it not 
with a diſintereſted view to pro- 
mote the glory of God, and the 


happineſs of man, however I may 


attract the notice of beings weak. 


and frail as myſelf, I am no more. 
than an empty ſound in the Page 
of Heaven, 
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And though ] have the gift of pro- 


: phecy, and underſtand all myſteries 5 


and all knowledge ; and though I | 


 bave all faith, ſo that I could re- 


move mountains, and have not cha- 


nit y, Jam nothing. 1 


Though I have abilities to er- 


pound the ſcriptures, and enforce 


the holy doctrines they contain; 
though I could unfold the ſub- 


limeſt myſtery, and bring it on a 


level with the meaneſt underſtand- 
ing; though I could work the moſt 
ſtupendous miracle, and invert the 
order of nature itſelf, yet if I have 


not charity, if the love of God and 


man, 


—— ———— 
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man, be not the motive of my 


actions, I am nothing. 


And though I beſtow all my goods _ 


; feed. the poor; and though I give 


.my body to be burned, and have 


not charity, it profiteth me no- 


for the relief of others, and though 


blance of martyrdom, yet neither 
my liberality in the one caſe, nor 


Though I part with every thing 
1 lay down my life under the ſem- | 
my zeal in the other, can avail me, 


while the ſacred principle of love | 
to man for God's ſake is wanting. 
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They ' ruſt, under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, be the effect of vanity | 
and oſtentation ; they muſt ariſe 
from a deſire of ſeeking honor 
from men; and indeed they may 


procure me the applauſes of a ſu- 
perficial world, and perhaps im- 


mortalize me in the annals of 
fame; but in the ſight of Him who 
knows the very ſprings of action, 


and to whom all hearts are open, 


I ſhall be no more than a vapour that 


appeareth but a lilile tine, and then 


waniſheth away. 


The Apoſtle having thus in- 


formed his converts, that it is the 


B Principle 


(wo) 

principle or defign with which we 
act, that conſtitutes our worth or 
our demerit in the ſight of God, 
and that all our boaſted attain- 
ments will profit us nothin & un- 
Teſs ſanctified by charity, proceeds 
_ to define this heavenly virtue, and 
to unfold, in the moſt perſuaſive 
and inviting manner, its different 


properties. 


| * harity ſuffereth long, and is kind. 


It is the leading characteriſtic of 
charity, that notwithſtanding the 
provocations of malice, or the bit- 
terneſs of unjuſt reproach, ſhe is 


unſhal 


SE, 
unſhaken in her principles, and, 
| for the moſt part, unruffled in her 
temper. She reſiſts every temp- 
tation to revenge; and ſmiles at 
every attempt to deprive her of 
her peace and ſerenity. So far 
from indulging a moroſe and ſul- 
len ſpirit, ſhe is courteous and 
amiable in her conduct, compaſ- 


ſionate and gentle to all. 


Charity envieth not. 


Charity is not caſt down at the 
proſperity of others; the does not 
envy a riſing reputation, or an in- 
creaſing fortune, but wiſely con- 
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ſidering that every real bleſſing 
which her neighbour enjoys is the 


original gift of Providence, ſhe 
rejoices with them that do rejoice, 


and partakes with them in all 


their happineſs. 


Charity vaunteth not itſelf. 


| She does not boaſt herſelf in. 


the multitude of her riches, or in 


any Other. periſhable enjoyment, 


the knows that even her powers of 


underſtanding were only. lent her 
for tlie good of others; and there- 


acquiſition here below, ſhe. attri« 


butes. 
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butes whatever ſhe poſſeſſes to the 


fountain of all goodneſs, under a 
conſtant and humble conviction, 


that the hand that beſtows bleſ- 
ſings, can as eaſily take them a- 


way. 


5 Cbarity is not puffed up. 


There is no haughtineſs in her 
demeanor, no vain affectation of 
ſuperiority. in her treatment of 
others. She condeſcends to the. 
prejudices of the weak, and to the. 
miſtakes of the ignorant. High- 
hirth, an exalted fortune, or rare. 
abilities, if ſuch ſhould be her por- 
TY : i ny 


2 ) 
tion, will only afford her more 
happy opportunities of ſhewing her 
own humility, and of manifeſting 


| 


| 
. 
Ii 
| 
| 


| 


to the world that ſhe ſets no value 
on ſuch diſtinctions, but looks 
down with pity and holy indigna- 

tion on the boaſted but falſe 


claims of pride. „„ 
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| Charity. doth not behave 2 un 
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There is nothing inſolent, or 
even Irregular, in her behaviour to 
others. She is kind even in re- 
proof, and treats all her fellow 

creatures with a decent reſi pect, x 


and a becoming modeſty, 


_ Charity 


he” - 
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Charity ſeeketh not her own. 


She is not unreaſonable in her 


claims, much leſs oppreſſive in her 
demands upon other men. She 


is more diſpoſed to ſuffer herſelf, 


than that others ſhould ſuffer 


through her means. And, with 2 
kind attention to the circumſtan- 
ces of her neighbour, ſhe will be 
ready to relinquiſh her own juſt 


rights, rather than exact them 


with unrelenting rigor. Is the in- 
duſtrious mechanic, or the indi- 
gent labourer fearful of impending 
ruin? And is mercy implored inthe 

bo: pathetic 


& 


*pathetic language of holy writ, 


have patience with me, and Iwill pay 
bee all? Charity, in ſuch a caſe, 


1 eeketh not her own: She will be 
content with a moderate ſhare of 
the good things of the. world, ra- 


ther than purchaſe luxuries by 
adding to the calamities of the 
wretched. And in all her tranſac- 


tions, charity is benevolent, kind, 


and tender-hearted ; not ſtudious 
only of her own welfare, but care- 
fu] alſo to promote the good of 
others, and diffuſing happineſs and 
joy wherever ſhe appears. 


Charity 
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Charity is not coſy 9 or 


exaſperated. 


She is always on her guard 
againſt the ſudden impulſe of an 
angry ſpirit, or the dictates of in- 
temperate zeal. She is therefore 
not ſo tenacious of her own judg- 
ment, as to admit no oppoſition to 

t; but always efteeming others bet- 


ier than berſelf, ſhe is modeſt in 


maintaining her own opinions, and 


_ reſpectfully attentive to thoſe who 
wiſh honeſtly to correct them. 


C Charity 


en 


+ Charity thinketh no evil. 


She will make | every candid 


allowance for the miſcarriages of 


others, and put the beſt conſtruc- 


tion upon every thing they do. 


So far from wantonly 1mputing 


evil, ſhe will not harbour even a 
thought of it; but ſadly conſcious 


of the frailties ſhe feels within 
her own-breaſt, ſhe is better diſ- 
poſed, and better qualified to al- 


ſome are indeed guilty, and are 


become the juſt objects of public 
animadverſion, or public puniſh- 


ment, 
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5 E 
ment, charity will drop a tear over 
their failings, and wiſh devoutly 
for their amendment in this life, 


and their final happineſs in that 
which is to come. a ; 


be therefore rejoiceth not in ini— 
quity, but rejoiceth in the Truth. 

She has no unnatural pleaſure 
in the fall of her neighbour, but 


is concerned for that depravity of 
nature, of which we are all but 
too ſenſible, and to the effects of 


which we are all expoſed. She 


rejoiceth in the truth. Her happi- 


neſs is derived from the virtue of 
Cao: others; 


( 20 ) 


others; and the more good ſhe 


ſees i in the world, the more exalted 
is her ſatisfaction. 


Charity beareth or covereth all 
8 things. 


yy IO does not delight! in pro- 
claiming the injuries ſhe has at 
any time received, but is patient 
and ſilent under them. Her 
mouth is not open in flanderous. 
attacks. on- the- reputation of her 
neighbour ; ſhe is always more 
ready to ſuppreſs, than to propa- 
gate a malicious ſtory, or an idle 
tale. And therefore it is that Hh. 
bBelievetk 


SF 
believeth all things; that is, alt 
things favourable to the character 


of others. Is there but too much 
reaſon. to ſuſpect another of. a 
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crime? Charity will ſtill Zelieve 
that it may be otherwiſe. Is the 
perſon thus ſuſpected at length 
publicly accuſed, and as publicly 
found guilty? Charity will Believe 
that conſtitutional infirmity, or 
ſome other ſtrong temptation may 
have hurried him away; and is un- 
willing to ſuppoſe that his princi- 


1 ples are vicious, or his heart 
cCorrupt. She therefore hopeth all 


= hings. She hopeth that as paſſion 
may have led him into fin, reaſon 
ane 


Ca) 


and grace may recover him out 


ol it. 


dun endureth all things. 


She 1 all ho evils or 
e of life with a becoming 
fortitude, and even with a chear- 
ful reſignation. She eſteems no 

trouble too great, no labour too 

| painful, if ſne can thereby do good 
to others. Neither inſolence, nor 
perſecution, nor death, can deter 
her from̃ her duty. How often do 
we ſee her with the * Goſpel in 
” her 


See Biſhop Huan" s moſt elegant com- 
pliment to the character of a. Chriſtian miſ- 


2 


<a) 


her hand, and © her Saviour in her 


de heart, make her way through 


boring deſerts, and the howl- 


4 ing wilderneſs, braving the rage 
of climates, and the inconve- 
ee niences of perilous voyages, in 
order to preach the glad tidings of 
ſalvation to the poor unenlight- 
ened ſavage, and turn him from 
the power of Satan, unto God. 


Thus have I endeavoured to 
diſplay the beauties of this divine 
virtue, A virtue, without the 
practice of which, all other attain- 


ments 


ſionary, in a ſermon preached by his Lord- 


ſhip before the Society for the propagation 
of the Goſpel. e 


| ( 24 ) 
ments are unprofitable and vain, 
A virtue, which ſhall laſt through 


the endleſs ages of eternity ; for 


charity never faileth ; but whether 


there le prophecies they ſhall fail; 

_ whether there be tongues, . they ſhall 
ceaſe; whether there be knowledge, 

it all vaniſh away. Charity ſhall 

ſurvive every accompliſhment that 


can adorn the human mind, and 


flouriſh when all the parade of un- 
ſanctified learning, and philoſophy, 
| fally ſo called, ſhall ceaſe and be 


no more. Such pompous attain- 


ments we every day ſee abuſed to 


the worlt of purpoſes. We ſee 
men of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 4 in- 
genuity, 


+3} 


genuity, and the moſt brilliant 
parts, debaſing the talents which 
God has given them, by impairing 
the ſanctions of virtue, and ſoften- 
ing the deformity of vice. We 
ſee others daily conſtructing ſyſ⸗ 


tems from which no general be- 


nefit can be derived, and al- 


moſt proving the futility of lite- 


rary acquiſitions, by their own 


abſurd manner of uſing them, 
But charity is ever conſiſtent and 


the ſame: More attentive to the 


common good, than vainly anxious 


to raiſe her own reputation, ſhe 


_ purſues, with a ſteady magnani- 
mity, the great ends of her exiſt- 


"a? D ence, 


TY 


ence, unaffected by the applauſes 


of the world, and unintimidated 
by its cenſures. Her happineſs is 
not founded on ſo feeble a baſis as 
that of popular opinion. A mind 
confcious of its own rectitude, is 
to her the beſt recompence, the 
ſureſt and the moſt deſirable re- 
ward. 


Seeing then that all things ſhall one 


day be diſſolved ; that every effort. 


of genius, and every monument 


of art, ſhall ceaſe and be no more; 


let us purſue what can never fail 


us, and lay up a treaſure which no 


moth can corrupt, or thief approach. 
The pleaſures which charity ſhall 


one 
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ene day beſtow, are too refined for | 


deſcription: Thetonguecannottell, 


nor can the heart conceive them. 
Even Here, her ways are ways of 
pleaſantneſs, and all ber paths are 
peace. And when the heavens ſhall 
paſs away, and the earth be moved 
out of its place, charity ſhall reign 


for evermore: Reign in thoſe 
peaceful regions, where, eſcaped 


<3 from the ſtorms and tempeſts of 
her mortal ſtate, ſhe ſhall delight 

to contemplate the adorable per- 
fections of that great and good 


Being, who is the fountain from 
which ſhe originally flowed, the 
eternal ſource of all love. 
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